~ Adopted Siblings over 16
years of age
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N Adopted Siblings

ﬁ'.  The law amends the INA to provide thatan
atioptedalien childwho isless than 16

.. years ol age may be considereda child for
purnoses of adoption under the INA it
atiopterd with oraftera siniimgwhoisa
child under the AcL

ﬁ ~ u The older atopted sibiing has been or'will
e aﬂﬂlltt(_}ll Ilvdth:t_san:'e atlotntive parentor
ﬁh; NIOSNECUVEANONIVE NAIENLS.
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N Two Definitions

ﬁ"i ' The new Iaw expands the two
Ny Ueiinitions o

A = . an“adopted child” unider section
Y 101N ofthe Act

W an‘“orphan” under section
ﬂ~ 101N,
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P WhoisanAdopted Ghilg?
. Section 101 (b)) defines a “child” as including

ﬁ.’
A st it
4.. ::?Ir:a:s resitled with, the adopting parent or

~ parents for at least iwo years.

< 5 The lawis amendet toinciude asibling ifthe
sibling meets the defimtionof childunder
ﬁ paragraph (E] except that the childiis under the

~ age ol eighteen.
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% WhoisanOrphan Child

ﬁ.. ~ Section 101th(F defines an adopted
alien chili as:

4.. o a“childunderthe d{€ oi sixteen atthe time
anetitionis iled in his behalito accord a

4! classification as an immetiate relative
lindersection 201“]], who meets the
gefinitionof ornhan inderthe Acl.”
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~ Whois an Orphan Ginla?

l. 5 The Act amends this defimtion toinciude

ﬁ 5 the natural sibling of a previousiy adopted.child,
. when the sibling has heen adopterabroad oris
comingtothe United States/for adoption hythe

same USG narent(s) orprospective parentis);

< 5 ifithe chiliis underthe age of 18 whenthe
petition to accord/a classification as an

ﬁ immediate relative under.section 201(h) of the

‘ Actis filedionins orherhenhall.
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u Natural siblings are stepsibiings if the step
relationship occurret before theiage o1 18,
nali-siblings; andevenadopted Siblings if
the relationshiphas heensevered withithe
natural parents.



N Wheredoes the definition
ﬁ\‘ change the Act?

l.. i/ The changes in the definition of childiin section
ﬁ 101(c)(1) causes the meaning of the word “child”
R e

~ 1 Therefore; the meaning of “child”is changediin
4! sections 320, 321, 322(a)(4) and 337, but the Iaw
~ has not amended/these sections. So, if a child
turns eighteen after the petition has heen filed,
ﬁ~ the adopted sibling must file his or her.own
ﬂ; petition for naturalization.
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